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ach, to whom hewas well known ; and the greateſt part of the Buſineſs 
"of the ſaid Office being where the: Xing"s Bench-Priſon is, it is impoſſible for 


It. * =? R. Briogs, the preſent Marſhal of the King's Bench, being a Perſon well 
qualihed to execute that Office, by his Education, was in Eaſter Term laſt, 

Py on a Grant of the ſaid Office from. Mr. Lenthal, who hath the Inheritance 

thereof, Admitted and Sworn Marſhal for his Life, by the Court of King's 

| | the Marſhal,” for the time being, : to-diſpatch the ſame for the Eaſe of Priſo- 


"-ners and Creditors without Aſſiſtance, by reaſon of his Attendance in the Mornings at Weſtminſter, 
{in the Afcernoons at the Xjng*s Bench-Office, and in the Vacations at the'Judges Chambers, which 


the Duty of his Place requires, and therefore he muſt, as all other great Officers do, appoint ſome 
-Perſon under him, tolook after and Diſcharge the Buſineſs of the faid Office in his Abſence, -for . 
whoſe Errors and Faults he muſt anſwer for, as the Caſe requires, either to'the Court, the Cre- 
ditor, or the Priſoner, and no Perſon ſo fit to be employed in the Bulineſs as one who is an old Pri- 
ſoner, and underſtands the Courſe and Method of the ſaid Office, it bwing an .Afﬀair. thar will require 
Time to underſtarid. And this hath been always the Courſe of the Place z nor is it conceivable 
hoxy this can be prejudicial either to the Creditor or to the Priſoner, but rather beneficial to both * 
For ifthe Marſhals Agent be an old Priſoner, he is knowing of the Cuſtoms and Duty of the Place, 
and is always ready there to be found ro-hear Complaints/ and redreſ; the ſame preſently. If Occa- 
ion requires to quell Mutinies and Diſturbances amongf the Priſoners, which they often make when 
the Marſhal is out of the way, and to diſcharge Priſdners immediately, if they agree with their 
Creditors, without further Attendance, and to do many other neceſſary Acts for the Good of the 
' riſohers:and the Safery of the Marſhal, which a Freeman would not bz capable of doing, through 
is Ignorance in the Buſineſs of the Place, and of his Freedom of going where and when he pleaſeth 3 
and if the/ſiid Office is duly executed, whether by the Marſhal, or his Subſtitute, or whether he be 
- a Freeman, ora-Priſoner, cis conceived that the Priſoners ought nor to be concerned thereat, for 
that is giving them a Power of appointing their Keepers or Officers z which is wholly inconliſtent 
with the Safety of the Marſhal, and againlt all Reaſon, EN 7 08 3 
II. Mr. Byiszs being ſworn Marſhal as aforeſaid, Mr. Lenthal,-aSis uſual, wot with him to the 
Door of the Priſon, and took the Keys from one Tucker the Door-keeper ti vreof, who is but the 


Marſhal's Servant for the Time being,and eave them to Mr.Briegs,as Poſſeſſion of the Priſon and Pr:- 
{oners.;z_and Mr. Briggs hearing a bad Account of him,and what Damages other Marlhals had ſuſtain'd 


through his Negligence, and the Liberty he took of Ieting Priſoners abroad, unknown to the Marſhal, 
.ontrary to the Duty of his Place, 2n4tor his own private Profit and Gain, * which was conſiderab.. 
to him, Mr. Briggs did not thiak it ſiting to continue him any longer Turn-key of the faid Priſon, 
it beinga Place of great Tru{t, and in his Power to ruine-the Marſhil when he pleaſed, by opening 
- che Doors and leting all the Priſoners eſcape; and thereupon Mr. Briggs the Marſhal, and nnt 
Mr, Farrington as is fallly and malicioully ſuzgeſted by the aid Tucker, did appoint one Thomas Price, 
a Perſon of Experience and Integrity, and one who:n the Marſhal can fafely.truſt, to be Turn-key 
If the ſaid Priſon,as he hopes he lawfully may do;who gives great Content both to theMarſhal and the 
Priſoners-in the Execution of his Office, by his great Care and conſtant Attendance there : And* the 
faid Tucker being ſo diſplaced, he, in Trinity Term laſt, applyed himſelf to the Court of King's Bench 
Or Relief in this Matter, which is the proper Place to determine Differences between the Marſhal 
:d his Officers and Servants, where on a full Hearing and Debating of the whole Matter by Coug- 
cel on both Sides, the Judges declared, That they ſ:w no Colour for Relief, and ſodiſmilled him. 
' And the aid Txckey perceiving that he was juſtly turned out, and that there: was no Relief for him 
in Weſtminſter-Hall, he thereupon exhibited a Scandalous Petition and Caſe to the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, on the behalf of the Priſoners, and without their Knowledg, refieting on the Marſhal 
and Mr. Farington for pretcntled Oppreſſions and Extortions, hopinggthereby to frighten the Marſhal 
.intoa Compliance with him, and to readmit him into his ſaid [Imployment ; whereas the ſaid Txcher 
knows, That if there were any juſt Cauſe for his ſaid Complaint, that he m3y have Relief for the 
ſame , by the Judges of the ſaid Court of King's - Bench, without troubling this Honourable 
Houſe. ; ; : | 
INT. That the Rooms in the aid Priſon-Houſe are now in as good a Condition and as well fur- 
liſhed, and as clean kept as they have been at any Time this forty Years, and are not Loathſome, - 
;or any way Noyſome to the Priſoners, as is falſly and maliciouſly ſuggeſted by the fail Tucker, in 
his aid ſcandalous RefleQing Caſe ; and if any of the Furniture thereof hath been larely out of Re- 
pair,it's ſome of the Priſoners themſelves,by ſome Diſorders of their own, whica the ſaid Tacker hath 
incited them to, who daily ſtudies to give tize Marſhal all the Trouble and Diſturbance he can in the 
Execution of his Office, hoping thereby to bring the Marſhal, for his Qnietneſs ſake, to admit him, 
the ſaid Tucker, into his faid Imploy. And it 1s utterly detyed, That any ſuch PraQtices are uſed 
to Priſoners at their firſtcoming to Priſon, as arc Fallly and Maliciouſly ſuggeſted by the faid Tucker, 
by putting them into Lowſicand Stinking Rooms, on purpoſe to extort Unjuſt Fees and Extrava- 
| gant Chamber Rent from them ; for it will be plainly made appear, That every Priſoner, when he 
43S firſt committed, if he can give Security for his true Impriſonment, and that he will not eſcape 
out of the Rulcs, -which is part of the Priſon, that the Marſhal conſtantly lets them take their Cham- 
*ber where they pleaſe in the Rules ; and if they cannot give Security, then they are pnt into the 
Houſe, for Safe Cuſtody, otherwiſe it wonld lie in the Power of any ſach Priſoner to eſcape, and 
make the Marſhal pay his Debt, which-would be very unreaſonable, if the Marſhal ſhould be debarred . 
.of any ſuch Power. Andas for the Extravagant Chamber Rents, fallly ſuggeſted to he taken by the 
Marſhal, it-is declared that he takes no other than what are allowed by.the Table of Fees belonging 
to the id Office for theſe eighty Years, which hangs up in the ſaid Priſon, and alſo in the Crown- 
Office, by the Order of the Judges of the faid Court, and are more Moderate thanany of the Cham- 
ber Rents of any Priſon in or about London ; and that though there may be dne-from the Priſoners of 
-the ſaid Priſon, to the ſaid Marſhal, for Chamber Rent,' from liis Admittance-to this Time, the Sum 
.of two hundred Pound or thereabouts, yet the ſame are fo ill paid, that the Marſhal hath not received 
above ten Ponnd forthe ſame : Soir is humbly conceived that the Priſoners have little Reaſon to 
complain on that account. : 5 
IV. It is true, That ſince the admittance of the preſent Marſhal, ſome Priſoners have been 
re-taken and broxght into Cuſtody by his Order, bur they have been ſuch Perſons as have made 
cither wilfal Eſcapes from the:tate Marſhal, or which the-ſaid Txcker, contrary to, the Duty of his 
*Place, and for Rewards to himſelf, hath wilfully permitted to Eſcape, without being Legally 
. diſcharged : And this the Marſhal hath done, in purſuance of a Rule of the Court of King's Bench, | 
-impowering him ſo to do, and that they {till remain Priſoners, and are not diſcharged, either by 
.the Marſhal or the ſaid Mr. Farringeon, as is falſly ſuggeſted by the ſaid Tucker, on purpoſe to beget * 
and draw Prejudices on the ſaid Marſhal, to fatisfie. the Malice and Revenge-of him the ſaid Txcker, . 


For being turned aut of. his Imploy as aforeſaig. 


..- of his place as aforeſaid, is mightil 
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; *V. The Marſhal, when'a Priſoner in.the Houſe can give him ſecurity 'for his true Imprifon- 
*ment, or he is ſatisfied of the Fidelity of the Priſoner that he will not eſcape, which he is 
judge of, and which he -muſt anſwer for if he is miſtaken, and that the Priſoner ſhould eſcape : 
'He doth uſually admit Priſoners in the Houſe, to have the benefit of the Rules, which is part 
of the ſaid Priſon ; but he utterly denieth, that either he or -Mr. Farrington, or any other Agent of 
' his, put or retarne1 any ſuch Priſoner into the Houſe again, to extort Mony from them, as is 
'falſly ſuggeſted by the ſaid Tucker, or for any other reaſon, - than -for breaking the Rules (by 
going our of them) and that, not above two Perſons in this Marſhal's time have been fo uſed, 
3 violating their engagements, and of whom he received not a Penny. 
#- VI. The Marſhal does not deny, but that ſome few Priſoners have been brought into Priſon 
(without complaint of the Creditors, but then they have beenrſuch as have eſcaped from the late 
5Marſhals, and which were not diſcharged, and the ſame hath been done in perſuance of the 
; aid Rule of the Court of Kings-Bench ; but he utterly denieth, that he, or any of his Agents, 
| jones committed or uſed any of. the Extortions or Hardſhips which are maliciouſly and falfly 
Cluggelted by the -ſaid .Tucker, or taken from ſuch Priſoners any more than his Lawful Fees, or if 
{the contrary come to be.prov'd, the Party grieyved may- recover three times the value, by [n- 
_—_— in Weſtminſter- Hall. And therefore Remedy ought not to be ſought for, againſt the ſame 
in Parliament. . | 
{ VII. The Marſhal doth deny, that he doth put any Priſoner in the Hole, Dungeon, Irons, or 
( Common-Side, but upon very extraordinary occaſions ; as when ſome troubleſome perſons in the 
« Priſon-Houſe, commits Riots, and raiſes Murinies againſt ths Priſoners in the Priſon-Houte 
© thereby endeavouring to-make their eſcapes, cither by forcing the Doors, or Windows' of the 
- # Priſon, or endeavouring'to make breaches or holes in the Givden-Walls where they walk, 
_ whereby to eſcape, or upon their aſſaulting or beating of the Marſhals Agents or Officers, whan 
he ſends them into the Pciſon-Houſe,” either to quell their Mutinies, or to do other neceſſary bu- 
lines amongſt them, as occaſion daily requires. Nor have any of the ſaid Puniſhments been 
4 inflicted on any of the ſaid Priſoners by the Marſhal or his Agents ſince his admittance into the 
' Office, except only on. two Perſons, who endeavoured to raiſe a Mutiny amongſt the Priſoncrs, 
; at the inſtigation of the ſaid Tucker, and aſſaulted the ſaid Marſhal himſcIf, and his Agents an! 
| Officers, when they came' into the Priſon-Houſe to quell the ſaid Mutiny, and drew their Knive; 


[ON ſome of the Marſhal's Officers, and made ſeveral thruſts at them; and if upon ſuch extraord:- 


nary occaſions which frequently happen, ſome of the aforeſaid puniſhments were not .inflicted 

_..on-them, (which never laſts above half a dozen kours, or a day, till they engage to be of 

- good behavior) it is impoſlible* the Marſhal or any Keeper of a Priſon, can keep his Priſoners in 
, the houſe in quietneſs, or ſafely, from eſcaping. 

VIII. The Marſhal does deny, that there are either a thouſand Priſoners committed yearly 
or that there are uſually three thouſands Priſoners belonging to the faid Priſon, as is falſly ſug- 
geſted by the faid Tucker in his pretended Libellous Caſe, and is very nnlikely to be true; for 
there are not at preſent three hundred Chamber-Rent Priſoners, one quarter whereof and upwarcls, 
do not pay above 12 4d, or x5 4. per Week, and the reſt of them pay no more but the ancient Weekly 
Chamber-Rent, which is allowed by the ſ:id Table of Fees hanging up in the Priſon, and thz 
Crown-Office aforeſaid, and which hath been received 80 years laſt paſt, as the ancient and accuito- 

' med Fee for the ſame. And theſe Chamber Rents which *are the-ancient and profitableſt Fee 
\ belonging to. the ſaid Office, are fo very ill paid, that this Marſhal ſince his admitance hath not 
received ' above 80 /. the refidue being in danger of bcing loſt ; the Priſoners uſually running 
in arrear with the Marſhals for the fame, whereby they conſtantly ſuſtain great loſſes, and 
. therefore the Marſhal hath more reaſon to: complain than the Priſoners, conſidering the great 
" ſumsof Mony he pays for the eſcapes of Priſoners and other neceſſary charges, and dutics going 


; out. of the ſaid Office. And as: for. the Commitment Fee of 15 5. ſo refiedted on by the. ſaid 


Tucker, the ſame is a ſtanding ancient - Fee, as appears hy the ſaid Table of Fees, and not one in - 
thirty Perſons that are committed do pay .the ſame, by reaſon of the poverty -of the Priſoners, 
and 1s remitted; ſo favourable the Marſhal hath been to them; and when the ſame is received, 
it is wholly divided amongſt the Officers and Servants under the Marſhal, whereof the Turnkey 
hath four Shillings, And as for the diſcharging ' Fee, and the Rule Mony, the ſame are ancient 
Fees-as appears by the ſaid” Table of Fees, and are not received wholly by the Marſhal, but are 
divid:d amongſt the Marſhal's Officers, and the Officers-of the Court; the Marſhal only receiving 
to his uſe out of -the diſcharging Fee 10.5. 4d. and no more, and out of the Rule Mony 1 5s. all 
which appears by the Table of Fees ; and as to the Poundage Fee mentioned in the ſaid Caſe, the 
ſame is an ancient Fee, as appears by the-faid Table, and never taken to the full, but moderately 
compounded, and more often remitted, than compounded for. So that its plain, the id 
T*cker notwithſtanding his Malice and Revenge againſt the Marſhal, for juſtly turning him our 
ly miſtaken in his (calculation of the yearly profits of the 
ſaid Office, and that the ſame 1s altogether falſe, and dreſt with malice without any juſt reaſon 
for the ſame. 

IX. That Mr. Farrington is, and hath been a Priſoner in the Kings Bench in Execution a great 
while is true, but not” for the fifth part of the Mony as is maliciouſly mentioned by the fail 
Tucker in the ſaid '\pretended Cafe, and doth alſo live ia the Rules of the ſaid Priſon, as he 
lawfully may, as well as other Priſoners (the Rules being part of the ſaid Priſon) he having 
behav*d himſelf all along as a juſt Priſoner to the Marſhal for the time being, and is fo far 
from deſigning the ruin and deſtruction of his Creditors, that ſince his Ilmpriſonment, he hath 
diſchirged above forty thouſand pounds principal Monies, as will appear by uncanceVd ſecuri- 
_— he hath taken in, and hath Ly lum to produce, and doth continue paying on as - he. is 
enabled. 

So on the whole matter, it doth, and may appear plainly, that there is no juſt canſe for the 
ſaid complaint, but only to fatisfie the Malice and Revenge of the faid Tucker, .againſt the tid 
Marſhal, for turning him out juſtly from his faid employ, and for which the ſaid Tucker, las 
vow'd the Marſhals ruin; and this is the only clamour of fome three or. four Priſoners in th2 
Houſe (and not of the greateſt part : of the Priſoners) in whom the faid Tucker hath' ſome I:1- 
tereſt, and are angry with the Marſhal, for being legally confin'd in the Priſon Houſe, and 
not leting them have the benefit of the Rules, without ſecurity for their true Impriſonment, 
which if he ſhould, they would make their eſcapes through the defperateneſfs of their Con:ition, 
and thenthe Marſhal muſt pay their Debts. And if the Marſhal were guilty of any of the pre- 
tended accuſations, the Party grieved has his remedy, by moving the Court of Xizs Bench for 
redreſs of the ſame, which they always grant, when they ſee cauſe, or may bring their a&ions 
againſt the_Marſhal, and recover treble damages for any extortions committed by him. - And 
- therefore the Law having already provided a remedy in theſe Caſes, he hopes, the faid Petition 

ſhall be diſmiſſed, 


